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affection, yet she did not hesitate to set aside
personal feeling in her subjects' interest. Thus
it was decided that the Duke of York should
be commissioned to open the first session of
the Parliament of the Australian Common-
wealth in the name of Queen Victoria.
Her Majesty, in a message to the colonies
announcing the decision, stated that she
wished "to give this special proof of her
interest in all that concerns the welfare of her
Australian subjects," and also " to signify her
sense of the loyalty and devotion which
prompted the spontaneous aid so liberally
offered by all the colonies in the South
African War and of the splendid gallantry of
her colonial troops."
The extension of the tour to New Zealand
and finally to Canada was arranged, and the
ship was chosen and the suite appointed, when
an event happened which seemed likely to
stop the expedition.
Already the depression attendant on the
troubles of the Boer War had affected Queen
Victoria's health. Those around her had seen
cause for anxiety, while as yet the outside
world knew nothing of their beloved ruler's
failing powers. At last, early in 1901, her
serious illness was announced, and after a time
of suspense, with its alternating hopes and